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Sunday, April 19 

THOMAS Sunday  

Epistle Reading: Acts 5:12-20;  

Gospel Reading: John 20:19-31 

 Divine Liturgy – 9:30 am 

 

SUNDAY, April 26 

MYRH-BEARING WOMEN 

Epistle Reading: Acts 6:1-7;  

Gospel Reading: Mk 15:43-16:8 

Divine Liturgy – 9:30  

 

SUNDAY, May 3 

PARALYTIC 

Epistle Reading: 9:32-42;  

Gospel Reading: John 5:1-15 

                   Divine Liturgy – 9:30 

 

 

Sunday, May 10 

Samaritan Woman  

Epistle Reading; Acts 11:19-26,29-30;  

Gospel Reading: John 4:5-42 

Divine Liturgy – 9:30 

 

 

 

CONTACT 

 
Parish Board President:  

Lydia Rudolf 

Choir Director:  

Lydia Rudolf 

 

 

WELCOME All! Welcome to the God-Loving 

and God-Protected Parish of Saints Peter and Paul! 

A Parish of the UOC of the USA and the Ecumenical 

Patriarchate. Our warmest greetings are extended 

to all visitors and guests, and to all of our beloved 

parishioners who are participating in today's Divine 

Liturgy. We are blessed to have you with us today! If 

you are with us for the first time, PLEASE introduce 

yourself to Father Yurii – he is looking forward to 

meeting you! Also, please feel free to email or call 

Father Yurii with any questions and let him know 

what is going on in your life, especially if you need 

spiritual guidance. We hope that you will find peace 

and comfort in Saints Peter and Paul Ukrainian 

Orthodox Church. You are very welcome to come 

every Sunday and on feast days, make yourself at 

home, and to become a part of our parish family. 

Through your prayers and dedication of time, 

talents, and donations, this can become a reality in 

all faith and love. 

 
 

Father Yurii Bobko, Pastor 

Cell phone: 908-458-2076 

Tel: 724-287-4448(Church) 

Tel: 724-282-6190 (Hall) 

http://www.orthodoxlyndora.org/ 
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Saints Peter and Paul Ukrainian Orthodox Parish 

 
The reading is from Acts of the Apostles 5:12-20 

 

In those days, many signs and wonders were done among the people by 

the hands of the apostles. And they were all together in Solomon's Portico. None 

of the rest dared join them, but the people held them in high honor. And more than 

ever believers were added to the Lord, multitudes both of men and women, so that 

they even carried out the sick into the streets, and laid them on beds and pallets, 

that as Peter came by at least his shadow might fall on some of them. The people 

also gathered from the towns around Jerusalem, bringing the sick and those 

afflicted with unclean spirits, and they were all healed. But the high priest rose up 

and all who were with him, that is, the party of the Sadducees, and filled with jealousy they arrested 

the apostles and put them in the common prison. But at night an angel of the Lord opened the prison 

doors and brought them out and said, "Go and stand in the temple and speak to the people all the 

words of this Life." 

 

The Gospel According to John 20:19-31 

 

 

 On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being 

shut where the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among 

them and said to them, "Peace be with you." When He had said this, He showed 

them His hands and His side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the 

Lord. Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you. As the Father has sent Me, 

even so I send you." And when He had said this, He breathed on them and said 

to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are 

forgiven; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained." Now Thomas, one of 

the twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, 

"We have seen the Lord." But he said to them, "Unless I see in His hands the print of the nails, 

and place my finger in the mark of the nails, and place my hand in His side, I will not believe." 

Eight days later, His disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. The doors 

were shut, but Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you." Then He said to 

Thomas, "Put your finger here, and see My hands; and put out your hand, and place it in My side; 

do not be faithless, but believing." Thomas answered Him, "My Lord and My God!" Jesus said to 

him, "Have you believed because you have seen Me? Blessed are those who have not seen and 

yet believe." Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not 

written in this book; but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 

God, and that believing, you may have life in His name. 
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Blessing of Graves 

As we rejoice in the Paschal season, we continue to share the joy of our Lord’s Resurrection 

with our departed loved ones through the blessing of graves. 

This year, Fr. Yurii will be offering grave blessings by appointment. This year due to the 

weather, these blessings will take place on the Sunday of Myrrh-Bearing Women. If you would 

like the grave of your loved ones blessed, please contact Fr. Yurii in advance so that a schedule 

may be arranged following the Divine Liturgy. 

 

Pascha Flower Fund – Thank You 

We extend our sincere gratitude to all who generously contributed to the Pascha/Easter 

Flower Fund. Your donations added great beauty and reverence to our Paschal celebrations. A 

special thank you to Pani Olha for her exceptional talent and dedication in creating the beautiful 

floral arrangements for the Lord’s Grave and our Pascha celebration. May God bless you all for 

your generosity and love for our Church.  

 

ZOE for Life! Fundraiser 

The Christian Fellowship is organizing a fundraiser in support of ZOE for Life! an Orthodox 

Christian ministry that affirms the value of all life by offering non-judgmental, confidential support 

and education to women experiencing unplanned pregnancies. 

A donation container will be placed at the church entrance for those who wish to contribute. 

Informational materials will also be available for parishioners. 

We encourage everyone to support this worthy cause and help make a difference in the lives 

of those in need. May God bless your generosity! 

 

 

 

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 

All the citizens and residents of Ukraine, Frank, Frank, Sandy, Johanna, Stanley, John, 

Tim Roxbury, Lovie Tymkiv, Patricia Prokopchak, Patricia Hnatko, Carol. Sherry, Rhea 

Jean Roxbury, pani Lilia, Debbie, Wesly, Cindy, Christine, Denny Zymboly, Ruth Dally, 

Philip, Eric, Carl, Kayden, Rose, Dorothy Cygan, Helen, Fr. Vasyl, Mary-Ann, Payton, 

Anthony, Tina, Mykola, Stella, Maksymko , Volodymyr, Alexandr, Vincent, John. 
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Pirohi Sale 

A heartfelt thank you to all who helped with our last Pirohi Sale! This most recent sale was 

especially meaningful and a truly big success, and we are sincerely grateful for everyone’s 

support, hard work, and dedication that made it possible. It could not have been accomplished 

without the effort and commitment of our parishioners and volunteers. 

We wish to announce that on April 24, we will be holding our next Pirohi Sale! We look forward 

to seeing everyone back in the kitchen as we continue this beloved tradition.  

 

 

CHRIST IS RISEN: Ecumenical Patriarchate: Patriarchal Proclamation for Pascha 

† B A R T H O L O M E W 

BY GOD’S MERCY ARCHBISHOP OF 

CONSTANTINOPLE 

Most honourable brother Hierarchs and blessed 

children in the Lord, 

Having arrived, through fasting, prayer, and 

solemnity, at the radiant and all-festal day of Holy Pascha, 

we hymn and glorify the world-saving Resurrection of our Lord and God and Saviour Jesus 

Christ, which marks the manifest victory of life over death, renews all creation, and opens to 

humanity the way of deification by grace. The Church of Christ preserves the paschal experience 

in her liturgical life, in the labours of the Saints and Martyrs of the faith, in the eschatological 

impulse of monasticism, in the proclamation of the Gospel “to the ends of the earth,” in theology 

and the ecclesial arts, in the good witness of the faithful in the world, in the culture of love and 

solidarity, and in the immovable certainty that evil does not have the final word in history. 

The Resurrection of the Lord is lived as a Christ-bestowed freedom, which inspires, 

nourishes, and strengthens the creative powers of the human person and the good struggle for 

“whatever is true, whatever is honourable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, 

whatever is commendable,”[1] while reminding us all that the journey toward the Resurrection is 

inseparably bound to the Cross. The joy of the Cross and the Resurrection has preserved the 

Parish Celebration 

From the bottom of Ss. Peter and Paul parish family heart we wish Serhii Bobko 

(April 4), Seth Prokopchak (April 11th), Marlenna Hassler (April 29th), Happy Birthday! 

May God's awesome blessings be upon you this day and for the Future years ahead 

for many happy and blessed years! 

applewebdata://7D22FA3B-3CAA-4B11-8EC0-B242C2ADEF92/#_ftn1
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people of God from identifying themselves with the spirit of this world, while at the same time 

safeguarding them from barren insularity and a spirituality devoid of dynamism and hope-bearing 

breath. The life of the faithful, in the crucified and risen Christ “for us men,” still today refutes 

every alien narrative of Christian ethos as a “morality of the weak,” supposedly embodied in 

humility, forgiveness, sacrificial love, asceticism, the Lord’s saying “but I say to you, do not 

resist the evil one,”[2] and other principles and dispositions that belong to the very core of our 

identity. Nothing could be further from the truth than this reading of the ethos of Christianity — 

of sacrificial love that “does not seek its own,” a love interwoven with courage, boldness, and 

existential authenticity. Pascha is a hymn to this freedom, to faith “working through 

love,”[3]which is not our own achievement but grace and a gift from above, and which is lived in 

the holy Sacraments of the Church and in the “mystery” of service to one’s neighbour. Indeed, 

“love for God does not in any way tolerate hatred toward one’s fellow human being.”[4] 

The Church of Christ — the “salt of the earth,” the “light of the world,” the city “set on a 

hill,” the lamp placed “on the lampstand”[5] — bears active witness in the world, before the signs 

of the times, about the grace that has come and “the hope that is in us.”[6] The message of the 

Cross and the Resurrection resounds today as a Gospel of peace, reconciliation, and justice. War, 

hatred, and injustice stand opposed to the fundamental Christian principles for whose realization 

and establishment the people of God pray and labour each day. In the light of the Resurrection, 

we beseech the Lord on behalf of the victims of wartime violence, the orphans, the mothers who 

mourn their children, and all those who bear in body and soul the effects of human cruelty and 

callousness. “Christ is risen” is a denial and condemnation of violence and fear and an invitation 

to a life of peace. War brings forth lamentation and death; the Resurrection conquers death and 

bestows incorruptibility. 

Before the daily images of the cruelty of war, the Church raises her voice and proclaims the 

sacredness of the human person — of every concrete human being anywhere on earth — and the 

duty of absolute respect for that dignity; and she calls upon us to “know our own worth, honour 

the Prototype, recognise the power of the mystery, and understand for whose sake Christ 

died.”[7] The Resurrection of the Lord is the restoration of the human being to his pre-eternal 

calling. As the “beginning of another eternal life,” it heals alienating relationships and establishes 

the peace “which surpasses all understanding”[8] — a peace that encompasses worldly 

reconciliation and pacification. 

Inspired by God, the Holy and Great Council of the Orthodox Church — the tenth 

anniversary of whose convocation we honour this year — underlined the duty of the Church “to 

encourage whatever truly serves the cause of peace (Rom. 14:19) and opens the way to justice, 

brotherhood, true freedom, and mutual love among all the children of the one heavenly Father, as 

well as among all peoples who make up the one human family.”[9] 

applewebdata://7D22FA3B-3CAA-4B11-8EC0-B242C2ADEF92/#_ftn2
applewebdata://7D22FA3B-3CAA-4B11-8EC0-B242C2ADEF92/#_ftn3
applewebdata://7D22FA3B-3CAA-4B11-8EC0-B242C2ADEF92/#_ftn4
applewebdata://7D22FA3B-3CAA-4B11-8EC0-B242C2ADEF92/#_ftn5
applewebdata://7D22FA3B-3CAA-4B11-8EC0-B242C2ADEF92/#_ftn6
applewebdata://7D22FA3B-3CAA-4B11-8EC0-B242C2ADEF92/#_ftn7
applewebdata://7D22FA3B-3CAA-4B11-8EC0-B242C2ADEF92/#_ftn8
applewebdata://7D22FA3B-3CAA-4B11-8EC0-B242C2ADEF92/#_ftn9
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Holy Pascha is the whole of our spiritual civilization, the very core of our piety. The 

Resurrection of the Lord is also our own resurrection in the present age, and at the same time a 

prefiguration and foretaste of the “common resurrection of all human beings” and of the renewal 

of the whole creation. Illumined by the all-radiant light of the face of the Risen Christ, and 

glorifying in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs His all-holy Name — the Prince of Peace, 

who is with us “always, unto the end of the age”[10] — we wish you a blessed Resurrection, a 

paschal season filled with divine gifts, and every day of your lives likewise, crying out the 

universal proclamation of joy: “Christ is risen! Truly the Lord is risen!” 

Phanar, Holy Pascha 2026 

† Bartholomew of Constantinople 

fervent supplicant for you all to the Risen Lord 

 

Sunday of the Myrrh-Bearing Women  

About the beginning of His thirty-second year, when the Lord Jesus was 

going throughout Galilee, preaching and working miracles, many women who 

had received of His beneficence left their own homeland and from then on 

followed after Him. They ministered unto Him out of their own possessions, even 

until His crucifixion and entombment; and afterwards, neither losing faith in Him 

after His death, nor fearing the wrath of the Jewish rulers, they came to the 

sepulchre, bearing the myrrh-oils they had prepared to annoint His body. It is 

because of the myrrh-oils, that these God-loving women brought to the tomb of Jesus that they are 

called the Myrrh-bearers. Of those whose names are known are the following: first of all, the most 

holy Virgin Mary, who in Matthew 27:56 and Mark 15:40 is called "the mother of James and Joses" 

(these are the sons of Joseph by a previous marriage, and she was therefore their step-mother); 

Mary Magdalene (celebrated July 22); Mary, the wife of Clopas; Joanna, wife of Chouza, a steward 

of Herod Antipas; Salome, the mother of the sons of Zebedee, Mary and Martha, the sisters of 

Lazarus; and Susanna. As for the names of the rest of them, the evangelists have kept silence (Matt 

27:55-56; 28:1-10. Mark 15:40-41. Luke 8:1-3; 23:55-24:11, 22-24. John 19:25; 20:11-18. Acts 

1:14). 

Together with them we celebrate also the secret disciples of the Saviour, Joseph and 

Nicodemus. Of these, Nicodemus was probably a Jerusalemite, a prominent leader among the Jews 

and of the order of the Pharisees, learned in the Law and instructed in the Holy Scriptures. He had 

believed in Christ when, at the beginning of our Saviour's preaching of salvation, he came to Him 

by night. Furthermore, he brought some one hundred pounds of myrrh-oils and an aromatic mixture 

applewebdata://7D22FA3B-3CAA-4B11-8EC0-B242C2ADEF92/#_ftn10
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of aloes and spices out of reverence and love for the divine Teacher (John 19:39). Joseph, who was 

from the city of Arimathea, was a wealthy and noble man, and one of the counsellors who were in 

Jerusalem. He went boldly unto Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus, and together with 

Nicodemus he gave Him burial. Since time did not permit the preparation of another tomb, he 

placed the Lord's body in his own tomb which was hewn out of rock, as the Evangelist says (Matt. 

27:60). 

 

Sunday of the Paralytic 

Close to the Sheep's Gate in Jerusalem, there was a pool, which was 

called the Sheep's Pool. It had round about it five porches, that is, five sets of 

pillars supporting a domed roof. Under this roof there lay very many sick people 

with various maladies, awaiting the moving of the water. The first to step in after 

the troubling of the water was healed immediately of whatever malady he had. 

It was there that the paralytic of today's Gospel way lying, tormented by 

his infirmity of thirty-eight years. When Christ beheld him, He asked him, "Wilt 

thou be made whole?" And he answered with a quiet and meek voice, "Sir, I have no man, when 

the water is troubled, to put me into the pool." The Lord said unto him, "Rise, take up thy bed, and 

walk." And straightaway the man was made whole and took up his bed. Walking in the presence of 

all, he departed rejoicing to his own house. According to the expounders of the Gospels, the Lord 

Jesus healed this paralytic during the days of the Passover, when He had gone to Jerusalem for the 

Feast, and dwelt there teaching and working miracles. According to Saint John the Evangelist, this 

miracle took place on the Sabbath. 

Third Tone 

I am grievously paralyzed in a multitude of sins and wrongful deeds. As You raised up the 

paralytic of old, also raise up my soul by Your divine guidance, that I may cry out, "Glory to Your 

Power O Compassionate Christ." 
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Sunday of the Samaritan Woman 

 

 One of the most ancient cities of the Promised Land was Shechem, 

also called Sikima, located at the foot of Mount Gerazim. There the Israelites 

had heard the blessings in the days of Moses and Jesus of Navi. Near to this 

town, Jacob, who had come from Mesopotamia in the nineteenth century 

before Christ, bought a piece of land where there was a well. This well, 

preserved even until the time of Christ, was known as Jacob's Well. Later, 

before he died in Egypt, he left that piece of land as a special inheritance to his 

son Joseph (Gen. 49:22). This town, before it was taken into possession by 

Samaria, was also the leading city of the kingdom of the ten tribes. In the time 

of the Romans it was called Neapolis, and at present Nablus. It was the first city in Canaan visited 

by the Patriarch Abraham. Here also, Jesus of Navi (Joshua) addressed the tribes of Israel for the 

last time. Almost three hundred years later, all Israel assembled there to make Roboam (Rehoboam) 

king. 

 

When our Lord Jesus Christ, then, came at midday to this city, which is also called Sychar 

(John 4:5), He was wearied from the journey and the heat, and He sat down at this well. After a 

little while the Samaritan woman mentioned in today's Gospel passage came to draw water. As she 

conversed at some length with the Lord and heard from Him secret things concerning herself, she 

believed in Him; through her many other Samaritans also believed. 

 

Concerning the Samaritans we know the following: In the year 721 before Christ, King of 

the Assyrians, took the ten tribes of the kingdom of Israel into captivity, and relocated all these 

people to Babylon and the land of the Medes. From there he gathered various nations and sent them 

to Samaria. These nations had been idolaters from before. Although they were later instructed in 

the Jewish faith and believed in the one God, they worshipped the idols also. Furthermore, they 

accepted only the Pentateuch of Moses, and rejected the other books of Holy Scripture. 

Nonetheless, they thought themselves to be descendants of Abraham and Jacob. Therefore, the 

pious Jews named these Judaizing and idolatrous peoples Samaritans, since they lived in Samaria, 

the former leading city of the Israelites, as well as in the other towns thereabout. The Jews rejected 

them as heathen and foreigners, and had no communion with them at all, as the Samaritan woman 

observed, "the Jews have no dealings with the Samaritans" (John 4:9). Therefore, the name 

Samaritan is used derisively many times in the Gospel narrations. After the Ascension of the Lord, 

and the descent of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, the woman of Samaria was baptized by the holy 

Apostles and became a great preacher and Martyr of Christ; she was called Photine, and her feast 

is kept on February 26. 

 

Kontakion of Sun. of the Samaritan Woman, Plagal of the Fourth Tone 

The Samaritan Woman, having come to the well in faith, beheld You, the Water of Wisdom 

from which she drank plentifully and inherited the Heavenly Kingdom as one who is blessed 

forever. 


