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2026 

 

HOLY WEDNESDAY, April 8 

Holy Unction Service  

(Anointing with an Oil) - 6:00 pm 

 

HOLY THURSDAY, April 9 

12 Passion Gospels service – 6:00 pm 

HOLY FRIDAY, April 10 

Great Vespers with Burial of Christ –  

6:00 pm  

Holy Saturday, April 11 

 
Vesperal Divine Liturgy 

9:30 am  
    Blessing of Paschal Baskets – 5:00 pm  

 

SUNDAY, April 12 

RESSURECTION OF CHRIST 

HOLY PASCHA  

Epistle Reading; Acts 1:1-8;  

Gospel Reading: John 1:1-17 

PASCHAL MATINS AND DIVINE LITURGY 

8:00 am 

Egg hunt after Liturgy 

 

BRIGHT MONDAY, April 13 

 

Divine Liturgy – 9:30 am 
 

Sunday, April 19t 

THOMAS Sunday  

Epistle Reading: Acts 5:12-20;  

Gospel Reading: John 20:19-31 

 Divine Liturgy – 9:30 am 

 

CONTACT 

 
Parish Board President:  

Lydia Rudolf 

Choir Director:  

Lydia Rudolf 

 

 

WELCOME All! Welcome to the God-Loving 

and God-Protected Parish of Saints Peter and Paul! 

A Parish of the UOC of the USA and the Ecumenical 

Patriarchate. Our warmest greetings are extended 

to all visitors and guests, and to all of our beloved 

parishioners who are participating in today's Divine 

Liturgy. We are blessed to have you with us today! If 

you are with us for the first time, PLEASE introduce 

yourself to Father Yurii – he is looking forward to 

meeting you! Also, please feel free to email or call 

Father Yurii with any questions and let him know 

what is going on in your life, especially if you need 

spiritual guidance. We hope that you will find peace 

and comfort in Saints Peter and Paul Ukrainian 

Orthodox Church. You are very welcome to come 

every Sunday and on feast days, make yourself at 

home, and to become a part of our parish family. 

Through your prayers and dedication of time, 

talents, and donations, this can become a reality in 

all faith and love. 

 
 

Father Yurii Bobko, Pastor 

Cell phone: 908-458-2076 

Tel: 724-287-4448(Church) 

Tel: 724-282-6190 (Hall) 

http://www.orthodoxlyndora.org/ 
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Saints Peter and Paul Ukrainian Orthodox Parish 

 
The reading is from Acts of the Apostles 1:1-8 

 

In the first book, O Theophilos, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to 

do and teach, until the day when he was taken up, after he had given 

commandment through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. To 

them he presented himself alive after his passion by many proofs, appearing to 

them during forty days, and speaking of the kingdom of God. And while staying 

with them he charged them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the 

promise of the Father, which, he said, "you heard from me, for John baptized with 

water, but before many days you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit." 

So when they had come together, they asked him, "Lord, will you at this time restore the 

kingdom of lsrael?" He said to them, "it is not for you to know times or seasons which the Father 

has fixed by his own authority. But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 

you; and you shall be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria and to the end of the 

earth." 

The Gospel According to John 1:1-17 

 

 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 

Word was God. He was in the beginning with God; all things were made 

through him, and without him was not anything made that was made. In him was 

life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the 

darkness has not overcome it. 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came for 

testimony, to bear witness to the light, that all might believe through him. He 

was not the light, but came to bear witness to the light. 

The true light that enlightens every man was coming into the world. He was in the world, 

and the world was made through him, yet the world knew him not. He came to his own home, and 

his own people received him not. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave 

power to become children of God; who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of 

the will of man, but of God. 

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth; we have beheld 

his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father. (John bore witness to him, and cried, "This 

was he of whom I said, 'He who comes after me ranks before me, for he was before me.'") And 

from his fullness have we all received, grace upon grace. For the law was given through Moses; 

grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 
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Holy Week   

Dear brothers and sisters, as we are entering into the days of Holy Week. This week through 

the sober days of Holy Week, we commemorate the sufferings, the burial, and resurrection of Our 

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. As we come to these days, we have another opportunity to reflect on 

what our Lord has done on our behalf in providing grace, salvation, and the final victory over death 

and the grave. Let us all gather together as we commemorate the days of Holy Week as a Parish 

Community in the various services that mark that time for us as Orthodox Christians. 

Festive Paschal Meal  

Looking ahead, we invite everyone to stay for our Festive Paschal Meal following the Paschal 

Divine Liturgy, April 12th. After proclaiming "Christ is Risen!" together, we will break the fast 

with a joyful meal shared with all our parishioners. Let us celebrate the Feast of Feasts in love and 

unity!  

Pascha/Easter Flower Donation  

We are pleased to announce that once again, everyone has the opportunity to contribute to the 

Pascha/Easter Flowers Fund. These beautiful flowers will adorn our Church and the Lord’s 

Grave, creating a fitting and reverent atmosphere for our Paschal celebration. Your generous 

donations help make this possible. 

 

Thank You notes 

We also offer heartfelt thanks to all who participated in our Pascha-Easter Bake Sale. 

Whether you baked, organized, volunteered, or supported by purchasing, your efforts made this 

event a wonderful success. Beyond the practical support for our parish, it was a beautiful expression 

of fellowship and unity within our community. 

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 

All the citizens and residents of Ukraine, Frank, Frank, Sandy, Johanna, Stanley, John, 

Tim Roxbury, Lovie Tymkiv, Patricia Prokopchak, Patricia Hnatko, Carol. Sherry, Rhea 

Jean Roxbury, pani Lilia, Debbie, Wesly, Cindy, Christine, Denny Zymboly, Ruth Dally, 

Philip, Eric, Carl, Kayden, Rose, Dorothy Cygan, Helen, Fr. Vasyl, Mary-Ann, Payton, 

Anthony, Tina, Mykola, Stella, Maksymko , Volodymyr, Alexandr, Vincent, John. 
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We extend our sincere gratitude to everyone who came together to help clean and prepare 

our Holy Temple in anticipation of the great Feast of the Resurrection. Your time, effort, and care 

in beautifying our church reflect your love for God and His holy house. May the Lord bless you for 

your dedication and willingness to serve. 

We would like to express our deep appreciation to Lydia, Ted, and Debbie for their 

generous donation toward the replating of the two large crosses in our Holy Temple. Their kindness 

and love for the Church have helped restore these sacred items to their proper beauty and dignity. 

May the Lord richly bless them for their generosity and faithful stewardship. 

We also extend our heartfelt thanks to Linda and Steve for their generous donation of pussy 

willows and palms for Palm Sunday. Their kindness helped beautify our services and added to the 

prayerful and festive spirit of this holy feast.  

Thank you all for your continued love, support, and commitment to our parish. May God 

grant you many blessed years! 

Pirohi Sale 

A heartfelt thank you to all who helped with our last Pirohi Sale! This most recent sale was 

especially meaningful and a truly big success, and we are sincerely grateful for everyone’s 

support, hard work, and dedication that made it possible. It could not have been accomplished 

without the effort and commitment of our parishioners and volunteers. 

We wish to announce that on April 24, we will be holding our next Pirohi Sale! We look 

forward to seeing everyone back in the kitchen as we continue this beloved tradition.  

 

Christian Fellowship Pascha Fundraiser 

The Christian Fellowship is once again holding its annual fundraiser for Pascha. Anyone 

interested in purchasing beets with horseradish is asked to please contact Steve or Karen and 

indicate your preferred jar size: ½ Pint, Pint , Quart. Prices have not yet been finalized, as 

ingredients will be purchased fresh. They are expected to be similar to last year. 

 

Parish Celebration 

From the bottom of Ss. Peter and Paul parish family heart we wish Serhii Bobko 

(April 4), Seth Prokopchak (April 11th), Marlenna Hassler (April 29th), Happy Birthday! 

May God's awesome blessings be upon you this day and for the Future years ahead 

for many happy and blessed years! 



4 

 

Palm Sunday 
 

On the Sunday before the Feast of Great and Holy Pascha and 

at the beginning of Holy Week, the Orthodox Church celebrates one of 

its most joyous feasts of the year. Palm Sunday is the commemoration 

of the Entrance of our Lord into Jerusalem following His glorious 

miracle of raising Lazarus from the dead. Having anticipated His 

arrival and having heard of the miracle, the people went out to meet the 

Lord and welcomed Him with displays of honor and shouts of praise. 

On this day, we receive and worship Christ in this same manner, acknowledging Him as our King 

and Lord. 

Biblical Story 

The biblical story of Palm Sunday is recorded in all four of the Gospels (Matthew 21:1-11; 

Mark 11:1-10; Luke 19:28-38; and John 12:12-18). Five days before the Passover, Jesus came from 

Bethany to Jerusalem. Having sent two of His disciples to bring Him a colt of a donkey, Jesus sat 

upon it and entered the city. 

People had gathered in Jerusalem for the Passover and were looking for Jesus, both because 

of His great works and teaching and because they had heard of the miracle of the resurrection of 

Lazarus. When they heard that Christ was entering the city, they went out to meet Him with palm 

branches, laying their garments on the ground before Him, and shouting, “Hosanna! Blessed is he 

that comes in the Name of the Lord, the King of Israel!” 

At the outset of His public ministry Jesus proclaimed the kingdom of God and announced 

that the powers of the age to come were already active in the present age (Luke 7:18-22). His words 

and mighty works were performed "to produce repentance as the response to His call, a call to an 

inward change of mind and heart which would result in concrete changes in one's life, a call to 

follow Him and accept His messianic destiny. The triumphant entry of Jesus into Jerusalem is a 

messianic event, through which His divine authority was declared. 

Palm Sunday summons us to behold our king: the Word of God made flesh. We are called 

to behold Him not simply as the One who came to us once riding on a colt, but as the One who is 

always present in His Church, coming ceaselessly to us in power and glory at every Eucharist, in 

every prayer and sacrament, and in every act of love, kindness and mercy. He comes to free us from 

all our fears and insecurities, "to take solemn possession of our soul, and to be enthroned in our 

heart," as someone has said. He comes not only to deliver us from our deaths by His death and 

Resurrection, but also to make us capable of attaining the most perfect fellowship or union with 

Him. He is the King, who liberates us from the darkness of sin and the bondage of death. Palm 

Sunday summons us to behold our King: the vanquisher of death and the giver of life. 

Palm Sunday summons us to accept both the rule and the kingdom of God as the goal and 

content of our Christian life. We draw our identity from Christ and His kingdom. The kingdom is 

Christ - His indescribable power, boundless mercy and incomprehensible abundance given freely 

to man. The kingdom does not lie at some point or place in the distant future. In the words of the 

Scripture, the kingdom of God is not only at hand (Matthew 3:2; 4:17), it is within us (Luke 17:21). 

The kingdom is a present reality as well as a future realization (Matthew 6:10).  
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The kingdom of God is the life of the Holy Trinity in the world. It is the kingdom of 

holiness, goodness, truth, beauty, love, peace and joy. These qualities are not works of the human 

spirit. They proceed from the life of God and reveal God. Christ Himself is the kingdom. He is the 

God-Man, Who brought God down to earth (John 1:1,14). “He was in the world, and the world was 

made through Him, yet the world knew Him not. He came to His own home, and His own people 

received Him not” (John 1:10-11). He was reviled and hated. 

Palm Sunday summons us to behold our king - the Suffering Servant. We cannot 

understand Jesus' kingship apart from the Passion. Filled with infinite love for the Father and the 

Holy Spirit, and for creation, in His inexpressible humility Jesus accepted the infinite abasement 

of the Cross. He bore our griefs and carried our sorrows; He was wounded for our transgressions 

and made Himself an offering for sin (Isaiah 53). His glorification, which was accomplished by the 

resurrection and the ascension, was achieved through the Cross. 

In the fleeting moments of exuberance that marked Jesus' triumphal entry into Jerusalem, 

the world received its King, the king who was on His way to death. His Passion, however, was no 

morbid desire for martyrdom. Jesus' purpose was to accomplish the mission for which the Father 

sent Him. 

“The Son and Word of the Father, like Him without beginning and eternal, has come today 

to the city of Jerusalem, seated on a dumb beast, on a foal. From fear the cherubim dare not gaze 

upon Him; yet the children honor Him with palms and branches, and mystically they sing a hymn 

of praise: ‘Hosanna in the highest, Hosanna to the Son of David, who has come to save from error 

all mankind.’” (A hymn of the Light.) 

“With our souls cleansed and in spirit carrying branches, with faith let us sing Christ's 

praises like the children, crying with a loud voice to the Master: Blessed art Thou, O Savior, who 

hast come into the world to save Adam from the ancient curse; and in Thy love for mankind Thou 

hast been pleased to become spiritually the new Adam. O Word, who hast ordered all things for 

our good, glory to Thee.” (A Sessional hymn of the Orthros) 

 

Icon of the Feast 

In the Icon of the Feast of Palm Sunday, Christ is the central figure, 

depicted seated upon the colt of a donkey as He enters Jerusalem, a 

fulfillment of the prophecy found in Zechariah 9:9. Christ is blessing with 

His right hand, and in His left hand is a scroll, symbolizing that He is the 

fulfillment of the Old Testament prophecies concerning the Messiah, the 

Anointed One who has come to redeem us from our sins and break the power 

of death. The colt, one of the animals that were considered unclean according 

to the Law, is symbolic of the inclusion of all peoples of all nations in the new covenant that will 

come through the death and Resurrection of Christ (Isaiah 62:10-11). It is also a sign that our Lord 

has revealed a heavenly and spiritual kingdom that offers true and enduring peace. 

On the right, the disciples accompany Jesus in His Triumphal Entry. Depicted on the left 

are the Jews who greet Him crying “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, 

even the King of Israel!” The word “Hosanna” means “Save, I pray” or “Save now.” 
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The children are the small people who are greeting Christ with palm branches and laying 

these and their garments on the ground before Christ as tokens of honor for one who is 

acknowledged as a King. The city of Jerusalem is shown as the walled buildings, and the temple is 

depicted as the building with the dome. 

 

Holy Wednesday 
Two women - say the more discerning interpreters of the Gospel - 

anointed the Lord with myrrh; the one, a long time before His Passion; the other, 

a few days before. One was a harlot and sinner; the other, chaste and virtuous. 

The Church commemorates this reverent act today. While mentioning herein the 

person of the harlot, it also mentions Judas' betrayal; for, according to the account 

in Matthew, both of these deeds took place two days before the Passover, on 

Wednesday. 

That woman, then, anointed Jesus' head and feet with very precious 

myrrh, and wiped them with the tresses of her hair. The disciples, especially the avaricious Judas, 

were scandalized, supposedly because of the waste of the myrrh, which could be sold for a great 

price and given to the poor. The Lord Jesus reproved them and told them not to trouble the woman. 

Indignant, Judas went to the high priests, who were gathered in the court of Caiaphas and were 

already taking counsel against Jesus. On agreeing with them to betray his Teacher for thirty pieces 

of silver, Judas sought from that time opportunity to betray Him (Matt. 26:14-16). Because the 

betrayal took place on Wednesday, we have received the tradition from Apostolic times to fast on 

Wednesday throughout the year. 

Holy Thursday 
On the evening of this day, which was the eve of the feast of unleavened 

bread (that is, the Passover), our Redeemer supped with His twelve disciples in 

the city. He blessed the bread and the wine, and gave us the Mystery of the 

Divine Eucharist. He washed the feet of the disciples as an example of humility. 

He said openly that one of them was about to betray Him, and He pointed out 

the betrayer by revealing that it was he "that dippeth his hand with Me in the 

dish." And after Judas had straightway gone forth, Jesus gave the disciples His 

final and sublime instructions, which are contained in the first Gospel Reading 

of the Holy Passion (John 13:31-18:1 known as the Gospel of the Testament). After this the God-

man went forth to the Mount of Olives, and there He began to be sorrowful and in anguish. He went 

off alone, and bending the knees He prayed fervently. From His great anguish, His sweat became 

as it were great drops of blood falling to the ground. As soon as He had completed that anguished 

prayer, lo, Judas came with a multitude of soldiers and a great crowd; on greeting the Teacher guile 

fully with a kiss, he betrayed Him. 

The Lord Jesus was then apprehended and taken prisoner to the high priests Annas and 

Caiaphas. The disciples were scattered, but Peter, who was more fervent than the others, followed 

Him even into the court of the high priest, but in the end denied thrice that he was His disciple. 

Then our divine Teacher was brought before the lawless Sanhedrin and was interrogated 

concerning His disciples and His teaching. The high priest adjured Him before God that He tell 
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them whether He was truly the Christ. And having spoken the truth, He was judged guilty of death, 

supposedly as one who had blasphemed. Then they spat in His face, beat Him, smote Him with the 

palms of their hands, and mocked Him in every way, throughout the whole night until the morning. 

 

Holy Friday 
When Friday dawned, Christ was sent bound from Caiaphas to Pontius 

Pilate, who was then Governor of Judea. Pilate interrogated Him in many ways, 

and once and again acknowledged that He was innocent, but to please the Jews, 

he later passed the sentence of death against Him. After scourging the Lord of all 

as though He were a runaway slave, he surrendered Him to be crucified. 

Thus the Lord Jesus was handed over to the soldiers, was stripped of His 

garments, was clothed in a purple robe, was crowned with a wreath of thorns, had 

a reed placed in His hand as though it were a scepter, was bowed before in 

mockery, was spat upon, and was buffeted in the face and on the head. Then they again clothed 

Him in His own garments, and bearing the cross, He came to Golgotha, a place of condemnation, 

and there, about the third hour, He was crucified between two thieves. Although both blasphemed 

Him at the first, the thief at His right hand repented, and said: "Remember me, O Lord, when Thou 

comest in Thy Kingdom," to which our Savior answered, "Today shalt thou be with Me in 

Paradise." As He hung upon the Cross, He was blasphemed by those who were passing by, was 

mocked by the high priests, and by the soldiers was given vinegar to drink mixed with gall. About 

the ninth hour, He cried out with a loud voice, saying, "It is finished." And the Lamb of God "Which 

taketh away the sin of the world" (John 1:29) expired on the day when the moon was full, and at 

the hour when, according to the Law, was slain the Passover lamb, which was established as a type 

of Him in the time of Moses. 

Even lifeless creation mourned the death of the Master, and it trembled and was altered out 

of fear. Yet, even though the Maker of creation was already dead, they pierced Him in His 

immaculate side, and forthwith came there out Blood and Water. Finally, at about the setting of the 

sun, Joseph of Arimathea came with Nicodemus (both of them had been secret disciples of Jesus), 

and they took down the all-holy Body of the Teacher from the Cross and anointed it with aromatic 

spices, and wrapped it in a clean linen cloth. When they had buried Him in a new tomb, they rolled 

a great stone over its entrance. 

Such are the dread and saving sufferings of our Lord Jesus Christ commemorated today, 

and in remembrance of them, we have received the Apostolic commandment that a fast be observed 

every Friday. 

 

Holy Saturday 

Holy Saturday is a day of profound stillness and mystery. Christ lies in the tomb in the 

flesh, yet His divine soul descends into Hades to destroy the power of death and to free those held 

captive from ages past. It is a day that holds both sorrow and quiet anticipation. 
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The Church proclaims that while Christ rests in the tomb, He is at work—trampling down 

death by death. The darkness of the grave is already being overcome by the light of His divine 

presence. The services of this day are filled with a sense of hope, as we stand on the threshold 

between the sorrow of the Cross and the joy of the Resurrection. 

Holy Saturday teaches us that even in silence, even in what seems like defeat, God is 

working for our salvation. It calls us to trust in Him, to wait with faith, and to prepare our hearts 

for the victory that is to come.  

HOLY PASCHA: The Resurrection of Our Lord 

Enjoy ye all the feast of faith; receive ye all the riches of loving-kindness. 

Sermon of Saint John Chrysostom, read at Paschal 

Matins) 

The resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead is the 

center of the Christian faith. Saint Paul says that if Christ is not 

raised from the dead, then our preaching and faith are in vain 

(I Cor. 15:14). Indeed, without the resurrection there would be 

no Christian preaching or faith. The disciples of Christ would 

have remained the broken and hopeless band which the Gospel 

of John describes as being in hiding behind locked doors for fear of the Jews. They went nowhere 

and preached nothing until they met the risen Christ, the doors being shut (John 20: 19). Then they 

touched the wounds of the nails and the spear; they ate and drank with Him. The resurrection 

became the basis of everything they said and did (Acts 2-4): “. . . for a spirit has not flesh and bones 

as you see that I have” (Luke 24:39). 

The resurrection reveals Jesus of Nazareth as not only the expected Messiah of Israel, but 

as the King and Lord of a new Jerusalem: a new heaven and a new earth. 

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth. . . the holy city, new Jerusalem. And I heard a 

great voice from the throne saying “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with men. He will dwell 

with them, and they shall be his people. . . He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death 

shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning nor crying nor pain any more, for the former 

things have passed away (Rev. 21:1-4). 

In His death and resurrection, Christ defeats the last enemy, death, and thereby fulfills the 

mandate of His Father to subject all things under His feet (I Cor. 15:24-26). 

Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might 

and honor and glory and blessing (Rev. 5: 12) 
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THE FEAST OF FEASTS  

The Christian faith is celebrated in the liturgy of the Church. True celebration is always a 

living participation. It is not a mere attendance at services. It is communion in the power of the 

event being celebrated. It is God’s free gift of joy given to spiritual men as a reward for their self-

denial. It is the fulfillment of spiritual and physical effort and preparation. The resurrection of 

Christ, being the center of the Christian faith, is the basis of the Church’s liturgical life and the true 

model for all celebration. This is the chosen and holy day, first of sabbaths, king and lord of days, 

the feast of feasts, holy day of holy days. On this day we bless Christ forevermore (Irmos 8, Paschal 

Canon). 

PREPARATION 

Twelve weeks of preparation precede the “feast of feasts.” A long journey which includes 

five prelenten Sundays, six weeks of Great Lent and finally Holy Week is made. The journey moves 

from the self-willed exile of the prodigal son to the grace-filled entrance into the new Jerusalem, 

coming down as a bride beautifully adorned for her husband (Rev. 21:2) Repentance, forgiveness, 

reconciliation, prayer, fasting, almsgiving, and study are the means by which this long journey is 

made. 

Focusing on the veneration of the Cross at its midpoint, the lenten voyage itself reveals that 

the joy of the resurrection is achieved only through the Cross. “Through the cross joy has come 

into all the world,” we sing in one paschal hymn. And in the paschal troparion, we repeat again and 

again that Christ has trampled down death—by death! Saint Paul writes that the name of Jesus is 

exalted above every name because He first emptied Himself, taking on the lowly form of a servant 

and being obedient even to death on the Cross (Phil. 2:5-11). The road to the celebration of the 

resurrection is the self-emptying crucifixion of Lent. Pascha is the passover from death to life. 

Yesterday I was buried with Thee, O Christ. 

Today I arise with Thee in Thy resurrection. 

Yesterday I was crucified with Thee: 

Glorify me with Thee, O Savior, in Thy kingdom (Ode 3, Paschal Canon). 

THE PROCESSION 

The divine services of the night of Pascha commence near midnight of Holy Saturday. At 

the Ninth Ode of the Canon of Nocturn, the priest, already vested in his brightest robes, removes 

the Holy Shroud from the tomb and carries it to the altar table, where it remains until the leave-

taking of Pascha. The faithful stand in darkness. Then, one by one, they light their candles from the 

candle held by the priest and form a great procession out of the church. Choir, servers, priest and 
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people, led by the bearers of the cross, banners, icons and Gospel book, circle the church. The bells 

are rung incessantly and the angelic hymn of the resurrection is chanted. 

The procession comes to a stop before the principal doors of the church. Before the closed 

doors the priest and the people sing the troparion of Pascha, “Christ is risen from the dead...”, many 

times. Even before entenng the church the priest and people exchange the paschal greeting: “Christ 

is risen! Indeed He is risen!” This segment of the paschal services is extremely important. It 

preserves in the expenence of the Church the primitive accounts of the resurrection of Christ as 

recorded in the Gospels. The angel rolled away the stone from the tomb not to let a biologically 

revived but physically entrapped Christ walk out, but to reveal that “He is not here; for He has 

risen, as He said” (Matt. 28:6). 

In the paschal canon we sing: 

Thou didst arise, O Christ, and yet the tomb remained sealed, as at Thy birth the Virgin’s 

womb remained unharmed; and Thou has opened for us the gates of paradise (Ode 6). 

Finally, the procession of light and song in the darkness of night, and the thunderous 

proclamation that, indeed, Christ is risen, fulfill the words of the Evangelist John: “The light shines 

in darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it” (John 1:5). 

The doors are opened and the faithful re-enter. The church is bathed in light and adorned 

with flowers. It is the heavenly bride and the symbol of the empty tomb: 

Bearing life and more fruitful than paradise 

Brighter than any royal chamber, 

Thy tomb, O Christ, is the fountain or our resurrection (Paschal Hours). 

MATINS 

Matins commences immediately. The risen Christ is glorified in the singing of the beautiful 

canon of Saint John of Damascus. The paschal greeting is repeatedly exchanged. Near the end of 

Matins the paschal verses are sung. They relate the entire narrative of the Lord’s resurrection. They 

conclude with the words calling us to actualize among each other the forgiveness freely given to 

all by God: 

This is the day of resurrection. 

Let us be illumined by the feast. 

Let us embrace each other. 

Let us call “brothers” even those who hate us, 
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And forgive all by the resurrection. . . 

The sermon of Saint John Chrysostom is then read by the celebrant. The sermon was 

originally composed as a baptismal instruction. It is retained by the Church in the paschal services 

because everything about the night of Pascha recalls the Sacrament of Baptism: the language and 

general terminology of the liturgical texts, the specific hymns, the vestment color, the use of candles 

and the great procession itself. Now the sermon invites us to a great reaffirmation of our baptism: 

to union with Christ in the receiving of Holy Communion. 

If any man is devout and loves God, let him enjoy this fair and radiant triumphal feast. . . 

the table is fully laden; feast you all sumptuously. . . the calf is fatted, let no one go hungry away.  

THE DIVINE LITURGY 

The sermon announces the imminent beginning of the Divine Liturgy. The altar table is 

fully laden with the divine food: the Body and Blood of the risen and glorified Christ. No one is to 

go away hungry. The service books are very specific in saying that only he who partakes of the 

Body and Blood of Christ eats the true Pascha. The Divine Liturgy, therefore, normally follows 

immediately after paschal Matins. Foods from which the faithful have been asked to abstain during 

the lenten journey are blessed and eaten only after the Divine Liturgy. 

THE DAY WITHOUT EVENING 

Pascha is the inauguration of a new age. It reveals the mystery of the eighth day. It is our 

taste, in this age, of the new and unending day of the Kingdom of God. Something of this new and 

unending day is conveyed to us in the length of the paschal services, in the repetition of the paschal 

order for all the services of Bright Week, and in the special paschal features retained in the services 

for the forty days until Ascension. Forty days are, as it were, treated as one day. Together they 

comprise the symbol of the new time in which the Church lives and toward which she ever draws 

the faithful, from one degree of glory to another. 

O Christ, great and most holy Pascha. 

O Wisdom, Word and Power of God, 

grant that we may more perfectly partake of Thee in the never-ending day of Thy kingdom 

(Ninth Ode, Paschal Canon). 

The V. Rev. Paul Lazor 

New York, 1977  

(Adapted from the Orthodox Church in America, “Holy Pascha: The Resurrection of Our Lord”) 


